





























WAR DEPARTMENT 


ISSUED BY 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF THE AIR CORPS 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 














MAY 3, 1932 

















TABLE OF CONTENTS 
The 1932 Aircraft Show at Detroit . ...... ... 
Airafts oe a oe ee a ae ee ee 
Study of Avigation én emit’. ae ae eae ee 
Insignia of 57th Service Squadron a a ae ae 
Trapping Moscuitoes in Airplane Flights. ...%.. 
Training of the First Iwrsuit Group... — . ‘ 
Unauthorized Flight.lands would-be Pilot in danrdhous. 
Beautifying the Grounds at Patterson Field. ... 
Conserving the Duck Population. : 
California Executive Visits March Field . 
Army Day on the West Coast. . . ... sed 
New Observation Plane Flowm across the Continent . 
Assignment of Graduates of Engineering School. . 


New Headquarters and Operations eee at Selfridge Field 


"local Boys Maize Good". engl ae sg 

Fast Flying in F-%35 Pursuit Ele MB. « 6 < anew 
Campaizn Against Mosquito Still Persists ‘eo 
Randolph Field's new Landing Lights seen 30 idles ° 
Selfridge Field's new Street Lighting System .... 
17th Pursuit Squadron Starts Going ...-....2.6-. 
New Type A-5 Oxygen Face Mask..... oe ee ee 
Assignment of Graduates of Air Corps Technical School . 
Albrook Field atout to be Opened . .. 1. ese ows 
Flying Activities of Second Bombardment Group... 
Away From the Routine Things in Life ...... 

New House of Worsnip at Iuke Field ........-. 
Caterpillars ... ems x oe ae 

Killing Several Birds with One Stone . 


New Clud House for Noncommissioned Officers at ‘Langley Field 


First Bombarament Wing Starts Training ...... 
Perfecting Long, Range Artillez  -4:4 ~ eas aes 
ae Ga rs er ee oe 
The Selfridge Field Meteotolozical Station < eee ea 
Gone But Not Forgotten *. . oe ee a ae 
New Quarters at Wheeler Field. .......6.500.-- 
Flight and Turn Indicator Tested in Hawaii ..... 
War Department Orders Affecting Air Corps Officers... 
Private Smith Fresented with Cheney Award... .... 


ea 


Sergeant Neff Receives Distinguished Flying Cross.... 


Long Distance Aerial Fhotography ......+»+»se-«. 
Readjustment ox Five-Year Program ......-e-» 

momma aeemuee Geren FWaeles . « « ce 6 te hh we te 
pueewoeaen: Divadiom Motes)... 4 2. 1 0 0 ew He ee eS 





Pages 
. « 155-156 
‘* 156 
° 156. 
‘ 157 
; 157 
. 158 
‘ 158 
‘ 158 
oy 159 
“a ‘ 159- 
a 160 
a 160 
. 160 
. 160 
162 
‘ 161 
Kime 161 
* 161 
oe 161 
<- 163 
— 163 
— 163 
oe 164: 
Ss 164. 
Poe 165-166. 
« 166, 
aa 167° 
«* 167. 
— 168 
° 168 
‘ 168 
. » 169-170 
¢* 170 
. 171 
; 171 
7—" 171 
— 172° 
i ie 172 
, 172 
. 173 — 
 % 173 
— 174-188 
. 189 


V-6264, A.C. 





























VOL. XVI AIR CORPS NEWS No. 5 


Information Division ~~ : Munitions Building 
Air Corps May 5, 1932 Washington, D.C. 








The chief yuroose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard and others connected with aviation. 

Publishers are authorized to reprint material appearing in this publication. 
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THE 1932 AIRCRAFT SHOW AT DETROIT 
By F. N. M. Brown 


The single item that was probably acctord- 
' ed the most general interest in the past month 
by those associated with aeronautics was the 
1952 Aircraft Show in Detroit. Ingineers and 
those aftached in some way to engineering de- 
partments did not go on Samadi except for publication, as being particularly 
inspired by the Show. This writer finds nothing in that which is in any way re- 
lated to the success of the exnosition. It is true that evidence of lavishly 
spent money was lacking and that there were not ten or fifteen ships on the 
floor that had been completed too late for test flight, but there was evidence of 
solidity and continuity of effort that was pleasing. The engineer (B.S. in 
Aeronautical Ingineering 1930, as likely as not) and the vilot who did not like 
the Show because "there was not anything new" are easily accounted for. No en- 
gineer or pilot who values his professional reputation ever found anything new at 
a Show; he has been in nossession of the most minute details of all research for 
periods varying from three to ten months before the results are published or the 
finished product shown. 

The 1942 Aircraft Show in Detroit was good even without making the proper 
allowances for the period in which it was given. The airplanes shown looked as 
if some care and worlmanship had gone into their manufacture. The same cannot be 
said of those shown at previous exhiodits. Exhaust stacks did not bristle so 
alarmingly, landing gears were not so shockingly similar to sea anchors, and the 
orange box motif in fuselages seemed to be losing ground. The lacquer finishes 
began to look as if their ap »lication had been entrusted to some one besides the 
third-rate barn painter of two and three years ago, flying instruments were mak- 
ing their way timidly into the cockpits of stock jobs, and at least one pair of 
streamline wheels was in evidence (the low drag effect of which, incidently, was 
largely destroyed by an unfortunate landing gear design). 

The queer airplanes and the Sky Terriers were not at the show this year ~ 
the best indication of a healthy exhibit that this writer can name. In their 
place, and furnishing just as much pleasure to the laity, were Army and Navy 
craft of proved worth and design. It would be desirable if the Show manager 
could remember the interest shown in the Military Airplane when he begins to ar- 
range his exposition for next year. — 

The engine exhibits provided one departure from conventional practice which 
should prove interesting when construction and performance data are released - 
the Pratt & Whitney double bank radial engine. There was, too, a new Diesel with 
a valve release mechanism of interesting design. The cut-away engines provided 
the usual opportunity for the young man'to demonstrate encompassing knowledge of 
internal combustion engine design before his slightly bored companion. Just why 
do cut-away engines persist? 

The accessory booths vrovided a real interest. In several instances the 
items shown represented up to two years of research by responsible organizations 
who seem to have taken advantage of the existing industrial vacation period to 
investigate "little" things that the airplane has needed for the past twenty 
years. One internationally kmorm and respected organization showed for the 
first time a collection of items of outstanding importance. Among them was an 
automatic propeller hub whose weight is less than fifty pounds ‘that of a standard 
adjustable hub. ‘This alone, if it works »roperly and the report of service test 
by the company producing it indiéates that it does, will be of inestimable value 
to military craft and commercial craft alike. It will improve the flexibility 
and performance of an airplane as much and in much the same way as locking four 
-155- V-6264, A.C. 
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speed automobile trausmission in ‘third would autwact ‘fron ‘the “eiitémobile! a per= 
formance. There were at least -three controllable: pitch propellers exhibited, 
one ‘of which recently undervent satisfactory test here at Wright Field. Details 
of operation ana performance of. these peppellers vhen. published will. be of in- 
terest to anyone who flies. 

An air-oteo shock strut of aibekiotiine design was rn by. the. same company 
that exhibited the automobile >roveller. The details of the strut are very well 
_. Worked out ‘with’ the possible exceytion of the design of the metering pin and 

‘all of the former objections to air as a taxiing absorbdér seem to have been 
answered, It is reported that a pair have been in service on a three-place 
commercial airplane: fora périod of months end have given entire satisfaction 
both from the. standpoint of shock absor tion and reduction of weight. They are 
especially well adapted to low pressure tires and their performance with hard 
tires indicates almost negligible rebound evén when dropped on a test rig from 
rather extreme heights. 

The 1932 Aircraft Show at Detroit.was one of the finer, harder rings of 
growth in the tree trunix of aviation progress. 

--+000--— © 


AIBRAFTS 
By the Wright oes Correspondent 


The new experimental airafts are not so different in aovearance, vat they 
involve a princivle of design in. the tubing -shhdch! holds the gas by which they 
are kept afloat: that is quite Gifferent: from that of the standard rafts. In the 
standard raft. the’ tube is divided at.either side into tvo separate parts. If 
the. stern half of- the tubing is punctured, the stern half of the raft dios be- 
neath the water at a precarious angle;.orobably spilling the occupant overboard 
while the .dow end stays atop; and vice versa. In the present. tube, arrangement 
the division is handled in quite a diff ferent: manner, the tube -being: divided 
laterally through all its length by a loosely-hung fold which.in effect creates 
two..concentric tubes extending about the raft's circumference. Hither of these 
concentric tubinz' compartments is canable of sustaining the- weight of the ‘occu- 
pants; and éither, in case of failure of the other, can be -inflated to: the ‘origi- 
nal size of both tubes. ‘The inflation is accomplished ey sy application to the 
inflation anparatus of a sealed tube gas cylitider of COp ¢ 

| fhe inflation apparatus contains an. equalizing valve. yo FF permits both 
‘dahon to: be equelly and si:mltaneously inflated in 15 seconds. A checiz valve 

. regulates the flow and prevents leakage of gas fron one tube to: the: other.’ A 
topping off: valve at the opposite end of: the raft from the inflation apparatus 
provides for the use of a hand pump for. inflation ain the mish anaes J that the gas 
cylinder apparatus cannot be used. 

The raft, which is. canoe-shaved, with raised bow and shat: is provided with 
paddles which are jointed together and: which, if preferred, may be used as oars, 
as oarlocks are also rovided. It. is constructed of rubberized: fabric anc is the 
strongest collapsible life raft yet constructed for airplane. use, 

The larger size is designed.for 4 passengers, wt ‘the floatation atidnth 
is sufficient -to carry six or seven, with an additional five men supporting 
themselves on the life line which is attached to the circumference of the raft. 
‘The smaller, or one-man raft, is.3 feet wide by 6 feet. long and weichs 27. 
pounds, The supporting tube is.12 inches-in diameter. The larger, or 4-man 
-Yaft, is.5 feet wide by le feet: long, witha supporting tube. -Qof:15 inches in 
diameter. Procurement for service testing of this equisment is contemplated. 

; Pier sone ; 


pommaees enthdien fifty officers a in Hamad t completed ‘the’ course in 
‘heieation (Air Navigation). This course included’ study in air pilotage, methods 
of dead.reckoning, and the. study of avigation by astronomical means. ° 

‘One of the ‘most: outstanding methods of instruction in this course was 
through the:medium- of -a‘model coclxpit which was “blaced in the center, of ‘the ‘class 
room. . Installed in this cocl=pit were all the instruments and. equipment necessary 
‘to give the students pean eet iareeael and demonstrations ane: sintulated 
flight conditions. — 

This novel arrangement Was | danwhened” by Captain tirvey i. Holland. 
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INSIGNIA OF 57th SERVICE SQUADROL 











_.. The insignia adopted by the 57th 
Service Squadron, Selfridge Field, 

» Mich., approved by the War Devart- 
1> ment, was accompanied by the follow- 
ing letter from the Office of the 

, Secretary of War: 

> "The following insignia herein- 

“, after described for the marking of 

“airplanes of the 57th Service Squad- 
Sie ron, Air Corps, is approved: 

A black and white conventional- 
ized winged mechanical head, under 
the chin a black disk charged with 
a white spur gear. 

The 57th Service Squadron was. or- 
ganized at Kelly Field, Texas, January 

ine 28, 1918, as the 360th Service Squadron. 
[7 On June 30, 1918, it sailed for France 

re- ES where it arrived July 12, 1918. In October, 

1918, it was jetianalinn the 2nd Air Park. As such it sailed. from St. Nazaire 
for the United States June 16, 1919. Upon arrival, it was stationed at Camp 
Mills until July 1, 1919, and Garden City,.Long Island, until. the latter part 
of August, 1919S, when it moved to Ellington Field, Texas, arriving Seovtember 1, 
1919. On November 8, 1919, it moved to Kelly. Field, iexas. It was redesimated 
Air Park No. 2, March ‘él, 1921. On June 30, 1921, it returned to HLlington 
Field, and on Juné 28, 1922, left for Selfridge. Field, Michigan, where it has 
since been stationed, On January 25, 1923, it was redesignated the 57th Service 
Squadron. — : 

The 57th Service Squadron ‘participated in the St. Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne 


' Operations of the World War. 


The head represents knowledge of mechanics; the wings having the appearance 
of a worm gear, denote aeronautics, while the syur gear signifies service and 
maintenance. The white symbolizes sincerity, and the black the foundation of 
experience. 

By Order.of the Secretary of War;" 

---000~—— 


TRAPPING MOSQUITOES DURING AIRPLANE FLIGHTS 


The 18th Composite Wing. Headquarters, Fort Shafter, T.H., is working on 
the problem of trapping mosquitoes in aerial combat, in conjunction with a war 
Which is being waged on the pest by the Board Health. Insect traps, if the 
problems are solved, will be attached to an Army Bombing vlane and flown over 
the mountains of Oahu. In this way, an attempt will be made to determine what 
insects reach the Honolulu erea from the windward side of the Island. 

The Hoard of Health received the insect trans from Washington recently,and 
missions will be flown. as soon as the problem of attaching the traps to the air- 
Plane is solved. The trap is a bulky device and the problem of installing it. 
was a difficult one. It would not be feasible to have the: ‘trap in the slip.: 
stream while the plane was making 120 miles an hour, and the problem of placing 
it in quieter air is being studied. ‘The theory is that many insects cross. 
over the mountains into Honolulu, principally by way of Nuuanu Pali. Most come 


.While cane is being ‘“wrned on the windward side, it is. believed. The traps in- 


Clude plates covered with adhesive substances, which . are expected to gather 
many insects during the flights. 


Y ¢ 
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A new record for the March Field-Mather Field Whoplt was set on April 5th 
by Lieut.-Col. Henry H. Arnold, Major Carl Snatz, Captain Frank O'D. Hunter and 
Lieut. D.D. Graves. Returning from a tactical problem at Mather. Field, the 
four pilots clipped ten minutes off the previous records. for pilots from March 
Field. Aided by a stiff tail wind, they made the 400-mile flight in two hours. 
and twenty minutes, or at an average speed of 171. miles an hour. .. 
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TRAINING OF THE FIRST PURSUIT GROUP 


A URING the past several weeks, the First Pursuit Group, Selfridge 

| Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., after encountering many difficulties, has 
jat last been able to begin its training as a Group. Due to the re- 

i strictions on flying hours, inclement weather and lack of airplanes, 
practically no Group training could be accomplished during the winter 
months. With the coming of Spring and the influx of new airplanes, 
the Group Commander had long planned to start Group training in 
earnest. Technical difficulties with the new P-6='s and sudden, untimely and 
unexpected olizzards have further delayed the beginning of the program. 

In order to make the problems as interesting and instructive as possible, 
Major George H. Brett, Commanding Officer of the Post, has developed a situa- 
tion in which the opposing armies are battling over an area in the vicinity of 
Selfridge Field. ‘he First Pursuit Group, of course, is a unit of the air 
force which is assigned to this sector of the problem. Major Brett, in addition 
to supplying the general situation, furnishes the special situation for each new 
problem. He acts as Wing Commander and transmits to Major Gerald E. Brower, 
commanding the First Fursuit Group, his orders for the day. Major Brett also 
issues orders for the enemy, when an enemy is used in the problem. 

Upon receipt of the Wing order, usually about the middle of the morning, 
Major Brower issues a Group order either formally or by telephone, to the 
squadrons of the Group. Some time inmediately after lunch, depending upon the 
conditions of the problem, the units of the Group take-off on their respective 
missions, and during the daily problem fly. and perform as a Group a consider- 
able portion of the time. 

On these provdlems the teachings of the Air Corps Tactical School in tactics 
and in types of formations are being tried out in an endeavor to ascertain the 
merits of the prescrived formations and tactics, and how the teachings of the 
text may be applied to actual conditions in the air. It is needless to say that 
this program has resulted in interesting and instructive problems, and the Group 
personnel will gain much in their knowledge of Group tactics from this training. 
ee O00—-= 





’ UNAUTHORIZED FLIGHT LANDS WOULD- BE PILOT IN GUARDEOUSE 


The Kelly Field Personnel Adjutant registered a complaint with the Secretary 
of the Advanced Flying School recently, stating that he had not been advised of 
changes in instructor personnel in the Attack Section, after one, Private Carroll 
L. Johns, a painter in the 4lst School Squadron, tool off in an A-3 Attack air- 
plane and made a »erfect three-point landing back on the field 30 minutes later. 
Lieut. Lester J. Maitland, Director of Attack, is considering putting Yrrivate 
Johns on his staff of instructors after that individual's vacation in the guard 
house is terminated. 

---000--- 


BEAUTIFYING THE GROUNDS AT PATTERSON FIELD 


The Commanding Officer. of the Fairfield Air Devot, Patterson Field,. Ohio, 
anticipating the requirements of trees and shrubbery for beautifying the srounds 
when contemplated new construction is completed, directed that a nursery be 
planted. Iieut. Zeigler was placed. in charge of this work and, through. the assis 
tance of Mr. Edmund Secrest, State Forester at Wooster, Ohio,.and other State of- 
ficials, and through the cooperation of the University of Ohio at Columbus and 
the Ohio Agricultural Experiment.Station at Wooster, the project has been success- 
fully initiated and approximately three thousand plants, ranging in size from six 
inches to six feet, have been set out. Some of the particularly desirable stock 
obtained are Chinese Elm, Dogvood, Washington Thorn, Red Oak; Scarlet Oak, 
Colorado Spruce, Japanese Yew, Korea Arborvitea, Canadian Heilock and Mugho Tine. 
A great many cuttings from shrubvery now planted on the Post are beins rooted. 

---000~--- 


Lieut. Cecil Hefner, who. has been supervising the painting of the nev 
Boeings of the 27th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, has achieved. praiseworthy 
and truly colorful results. ‘The 27th emblem, an extremely irritated Falcon div- 
ing with outstretched claws, is a fearsome thing and has been destroying: the. 


peace of mind of every vagrant svarrow near the field. 
-~158- v~6264, A.C. 














lew 


sis 
or- 
2SS- 
six 
ols 


16. 


hod 











CONSERVING THE DUCK POPULATION 


Director: George R: Hogarth, of the State Conservation 
Devertment at. Lansing, Mich., recently requested Major 
George: H.. Brett, Commanding Officer of Selfridge Field, 
Mich., to furnish an-airvlane to drop feed, corn and 
wheat to the: mallard ducks wintering-in the flats of 
Lake St. Clair. No less a personage. than the Command- 
:. ing Officer of the First Pursuit Group, Major Gerald 
E. Brover,.undertook to carry out the wishes of Direc- 
a _- tor Hogarth. Flying the C4 airplane, carrying tventy 
” wal 25=pound paner bags of feed, he took off from Selfridge 
ae .°: Field. and when over the middle channel of the St.Ciair 
River sighted many flocks of ducks in spots where the 
.water had not frozen. Many. bags were dropped at each 
of these open spots on the icé, so that the bavs broke 
and the grain scattered. U.on returning to Selfridge’ 
Field, arrangements were made for another allotment of 
feed. The bags were. drovped at open spots in the ' 
vicinity of ines Bay, ‘See Bay and Pollet Bay. ; 

According to the News Letter Corresnondent, this distribution of srain 
will aid the ducks.and they will be able to care for themselves after the first 
thaw. .More grain will be dropned if it ‘becomes necessary. 

A letter received ca Major Brett from the Director of Conservation, 
Lansing, Mich, states 

"It has come to my 7 attention that throu ‘h your efforts tvo airplanes from 
Selfridge Field were used on March 21 and <é for the j~urpose of distributing 
grain to ducks on St. Clair Flats. ‘ 

It is felt that this very materially relieved an accvte situation, and in 
behalf of the Department I wish to express our thanks for this splendid 
cooperation," - 

Bollins Field has again been called unon to perform a most unusual mission, ‘ 
one which is beinz performed for the Department of Agriculture, _A small doat 
is worked in very close to rhere a flight of ducks is resting on the water, The 
nose of the boat is pointed towards the ducks. At a given signal, a panel is 

displayed with a letter on it, and the circling whotograyhic plane takes a 
photograph of the boat, ducks and the shore line all in one pvicture,. In the 
meanwhile, those aboard the boat. are sketching the vosition or the various 
groups or ducks and their relationship to the shore line. This maneuver is re- 
peated at each croup of cucks, using a different letter each. time. 

Upon the completion of the mission, the ‘icatures are develoved and then 
begins the cross word puzzle of fitting the pictures and sketches together. The 
object of all this is to obtain a key in order to be able to. recognizeat a 
glance what narticular ducks comprise a certain grow. Various ducks form. 
various ‘Patterns resting on the. water. 

---000--= 








-CALTFORNTA EXECUTIVE VISITS. MARCH 7 


Governer ‘Jidlibd Rolph, de: , of Oakat imine: was the euest. of-Lievt.-Colonel -: - 
Henry H. Arnold, Commanding March Field, Calif. , on March 29th last meee st 
by Colonel Arnold and Major Carl Spatz, Commanding Officer of the First Eombar 
ment Wins, the Governor inspected the more than 75. Pursuit. and Bombardment vias 
of the Wing. A review was flow immediately afterwards in his honor. After the 
review and inspection, the Governor expressed himself as "amazed at the strength 
concentrated at March Field for the protection of ‘the Pacific Coast." . It-was 
estimated that there were about 15,000 visitors at the Fost on -the day of the - 
review. Despite the unus wal traffic conditions, coufusion was held to a minimum 
by the orderly regulation. of ane: <tra force of seed simearadeal 

~~ 000——— 

The News Letter expressed thanics to. Lieut. EB... Bryan, ‘sth Observation * 
Squadron, Indiana National Guard, Stout Field, Indianayolis, Ind., for his cover 
design for this issue. Comeon, vou artists, and send in your designs. They , will 
be used in ‘future issues of the News Letter, and due credit oom, 
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ARMY DAY ON THe WEST COAST 







DAY," April 6th, was observed in a big way by March Field and the 

First Bombardment Winz. Despite the fact that at that time about 90% 
of the United States Fleet was concentrated in the Los Angeles - San 
Diego Area, 75 Pursuit and Bombardment planes of the Wing proceeded 
to Los. Angeles on Army Day and flew a review at the Municipal Airport 
for the edification of some 20,000 air—-minded citizens of that city. Major Carl 
Spatz, Wing Commander, led his aerial fleet through intricate maneuvers. Lieut.- 
Colonel Henry H. Arnold, Post Commander, occupied the reviewing stand with Mayor 
Porter of Los Angeles and other dignitaries and explained the reason for and re-~ 
sult of the various formations. 
2 Perhaps the fact that the fleet was at sea for battle practice accounted 
for the fact that the Army forces "took the city" with no opposition. "Open 
House" prevailed at March Field in the afternoon from 1:00 to 5:30 p.m, and 
there were special exhibits of armament, radio, machine guns, etc., as well as 
platforms built near several of the big Bombers to afford Mr. and Mrs. Public 
a close-up view of the big planes. The 95th Pursuit Squadron barracks was 
thrown open for insvection in the afternoon so that the public might see how 
"John Soldier" lives. 

Mach interest was shovm by the visitors in the Guard Mounting ceremonies at 

3:30 p.m., at which time the various squadron commanders addressed their commands 
on the significance of Army Day, the part the Army has played in the development 
of the United States and the history of their particular organization. 
---000-—~ 


NEW OBSERVATION FLANE FLOWN ACROSS THE CONTINENT 


Ferrying a new YO-31A airplane from the Douglas Aircraft Company's factory 
at Santa Monica, Calif., via Wright Field, to Mitchel Field, N.Y., lst Lieut. 
C.S. Johnson, accompanied by Master Sergeant W.D. Iucy, of Rockwell Field, Calif., 
stopped at the San Antor.o Air Depot for checis up and servicing of the plane. 
This new gull-wing Observation plane is the first of its type to come through 
the San Antonio Air Depot. It attracted considerable attention and certainly 
appears to be an unusual job. It is powered by a Curtiss Conqueror 500 h.p. 


engine. 
---000--— 


ASSIGNMENT OF GRADUATES OF THE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 


Students scheduled to graduate this coming summer from the Air Corps 
Engineering School at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, have been assigned by War 
Department orders to duty at stations, as follows; Cavtains Wendell H. Brookley 
and Myron G. Estabrook, Jr., to the Office of the Chief of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, Washington; Captain Frank D. Hackett, lst Lieuts. Samuel R. Harris, Jr., 
Frederick M. Hopkins, Jr., Shelton E. Frudhomme, 2nd Lieuts. Charlies A. Bassett, 
Leonard F. Harman, Irvin A. Woodring to Materiel Division, Wright Field; lst 
Lieuts. Joseph T. Morris to Rocisvell Air De»vot, Calif.; Leslie P. Holcomb to 
Scott Field, I1l.; Raymond Morrison to Brooks Field, Texas; Donald F. Stace to 
San Antonio Air Depot; 2nd Lieuts. John A. Austin to Middletown, Pa. Air -Devot; 
Ernest K. Warburton to Selfridge Field, Mich. 

--~000--~ 


WEW HEADQUARTERS AND OPERATIONS BUILDING AT SELFRIDGE FIELD 


The new combined Headquarters and Operations tilding at Selfridge Field, 
Mt. Clemens, Mich., is now completed and in use. The Post Operations Office oc- 
cupies the first floor and Headquarters the second floor. _ : 

In the new building, with all departments segregated and efficiently ar- 
ranged, the News Letter Corresnondent believes that the First Pursuit Grou» has 
one of the best administrative ivildings in the Air Corps. ‘The office of Major 
Brett, Commanding Officer of the field, on the second floor gives an excellent 
view of the entire flying field, as well as the apron in front of the hangars. 
The office of Major Brower, Group Commander, located directly under Major 


Brett's, has the same vision of the field. Efficient control is assured. 
-160-~ V-6264, A.C. 
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+ ® —“t~ FAST FLYING IN F-62 PURSUIT PLANE 
z VA 


NY What is believed to be a new speed record 


- 


( 3§  petween Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., 
= ee and Indianapolis, Ind., was set up by end 
mie got tne Lieut. E.W. Maschmeyer, Air Reserve, pilot 

‘fe: inh a Nes rata a Son duty at Selfridge Field, when he flew the 

Paka Pm \ — course April 9th on a cross-country training 


ws * Le 


flight. Lieut. Maschmeyer took off from 
Selfridge Field at 10:00 a.m., and reached 
z Indianapolis one hour and 17 mimtes later, 
‘speed over the course, 275 miles, having been 214 miles an hour. 

Te. aeciielis tgi ‘speed was made possible by the fact that Lieut. Maschmeye 
was ‘figine one of the new high speed planes with which the Army Pursuit squadrons 
are being equipped. The ship which made this particular trip was a Curtiss P-6E 
Pursuit plane, which cruises at 170 miles per hour and gets up a high speed of 
200 miles per hour. Lieut. Maschnueyer said he never throttled over the normal 
cruising speed of his plane, the increase in his ground speed over his air speed 
being accounted for by a north wind which helped him along his way. 

' ‘The News Letter Correspondent is of the belief that many new records will be 
set up by Army flyers in the near future because of the high speeds of the new 
planes now being delivered by the factories to Army fields. Planes’ which are 
now in development for future manufacture attain even higher speeds than the new 
Curtiss, Boeing and Berliner-Joyce planes just received. 

---000--— 








CAMPAIGN AGAINST MOSQUITO STILL PERSISTS 


More anti-mosquito raids have been made in the past few weeks by Lieut. R.T. 
Zane, who is aiding in the experiments being conducted by the Canal Zone Health 
officials, under the direction of Col. John F. Siler and Dr. D.P. Gurry. Tests 
are being conducted on Miraflores Lake with a Thomas-Morse 0-190, equipped with 
a 40=gallon tank. Previous tests, using a mixture of crude oil and kerosene were 
not very successful,. but the elimination of the ierosene in the later tests seems 
to have solved one of the problems. Early tests indicated that the plane should 
be flown very low over the water, about 25 feet, but it has since been learned 
that equally good results are obtained at altitudes up to 150 feet. Compressed 
air, which has been used so far to eject the oil from the tank, works none too 
satisfactorily, and before working up to larger tanks a better method of forcing 
the oil must be developed. When perfected, this method of warfare against the 
mosquito, which is an incessant one in the Canal Zone, will be an immense labor 
saver. 

---000-—<— 


RANDOLPH FIELD'S NEW LANDING LIGHTS SEEN 30 MILES 


Lighting engineers recently focussed the Randolph Field landings lights prea: 
ratory for night flying training for the incoming class of students. The revolv- 
g beacon atop the 110-foot administration building tower was turned on for the 

first time, as was the battery of powerful -searchlights around the 1,900-acre 
landing area, kBrigadier-General Charles H. Danforth, Commanding General of the 
Air Corps Training Center; Lieut. Robert Douglass, his aid, and Captain John XK. 
Cannon, Director of Training, inspected the lights from the air. The officers 
reported the lights visible from a distance of more than 30 sasha 

---000--= 


SELFRIDGE FIELD'S NEW STREET LIGHTING SYSTEM 


The new street lighting system installed as a part of the construction prog- 
ram now going on at Selfridge Field, Mich., was recently inaugurated when Major 
George H. Brett, Commanding Officer of the field, threw the switch which made the 
contact to illuminate the entire system on the post. . 

The electric system is entirely underground and includes street lighting and 
service connections to all. buildings on the post. ‘The installation was made unde: 
contract with the Modern Electric Company of Mt. Clemens, Mich. 
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BOVE the manmoth Fairfield Air Depot near Dayton, Ohio, one day last 
month, the air was rough and treacherous. Light flurries of snow eddied 
cSacross the bleak expanse of the airdrome, The air was biting cold, and 
€ ‘/ raw ether straight from the frozen wastes of the North staboed down over 

i the Miami River. In front of the overations office on the flying field 
stood a grouo of air veterans of Uncle Sam's aviation forces, wind-tanned faces 
turned skyward. 

"J wonder where they're from?" queried a thick-set, muscular man, whose 
shoulders boasted the twin bars of a Captain and whose chest carried proudly 
the cross of the French Legion of Honor. 

"Dunno," answered another, "but they picked out’ a punk day for close for- 
mation flying. And shades of Guynemer! What a swell job they're doing of it! 
You'd think t'was the Three Musketeers themselves." 

"We haven't got any regular outfits near here flying that type of ship," 
observed a young Lieutenant. "There's a reserve outfit due in from Kansas City 
any minute, but they sure can't be them." 

The others agreed. No reserve outfit, no matter how good, could fly like 
that. They sailed across the field in perfect array, passing back and forth, 
each time executing a different maneuver. ‘The wing men kept their places as if 
glued there ~ despite the turbulent air - wing tips nestling in to the leader 
as if held by a magnetic wand. Jenks, zooms, dives = it. was all the same. 
Finally, still in close formation, they landed. 

As the ships taxied up to the line, the waiting rey stepping forvard to 
offer their congratulations, discerned: an insignia thet caused them to scratch 
their heads. They failed to recognize it as that of one of the proud, old-line 
regular outfits. It was the figure of ‘an Indian astride a pony with hand raised 
to his forehead, peering out into limitless distances, the background being a 
red heart - the emblem of the Organized Air Reserve: Unit at Kansas City. 

The hard-bitten air veterans were astounded! 

The leader of that three-ship flight was Captain Yilliam 3. Wright, in 
charge of Air Reserve activities at Kansas City, the heart of America's own 
actbpex" of its aerial vrood. The tro wing men were Lieuts. J.N. Going and 
J.M. Pincomb, both young eagles of the local Reserve outfit. 

It so happened thet this varticular group of Rezulars had never seen an 
exhibition of flying by the Kansas City pilots. They, however, were the excep- 
tion. All over the country has gone the vord, emong Air Corns and commercial 
circles, of the calibre of Kansas City's crack Reserve clan. All through the 
Middle West their excellext flying has been admired and apleuded. Now. their 
reputation has extended to each coast. 

"And those Kansas City ships can't be mistaken, ‘either ," to mote from one 
of the Regulars. "They have that darned Indian riding a horse on a red heart 
and just so no one will go wrons> they have the rords Kansas City in big letters 
just back of the nose!" 

That the Kansas City outfit is recognized ‘by Washington as a crac group is 
evidenced by the fact that on a basis of past performances and widespread inter- 
est among the Reserve pilots at Kansas City,. the Var Department has extended the 
local unit all possible encouragement. Cantain Wright and his boys are endeavor- 
ing to secure hangar facilities which will be on a par.with their. flying equip- 
ment. In congratulating the Reserve officers on their ex .loit while they were 
inspecting the Fairfield Air Depot, Major A:L.- Sneed, ‘Commanding Officer, said: 

"Kansas City mary well be »roud of you. You are not only a crack flying 
unit but you dre scattering to the far winds ‘the message of Kansas City's hos- 
pitality and well wishes." 

The active two weeks camp just concluded is mt the first of many which will 
be conducted in 1932. During this one camp, over 2,000 miles of cross-country 
flying was carried out by seven service type air»lanes. Amonz places visited 
were Omaha, Neb.; Lambert Field, St. Louis; Scott Field, Ill.; Fairfield Air 
Depot and Wright Field nearby, where all experimental a gud testing work is done 
for the Air Corps, and Chanute Field, I1l., base of the A.C. Technical School. 

It is the purpose.of such trips to kee» the Reserve officers in constant 
contact with the latest Air Corps activities and develooments. - | 

The Camp just. concluded. was Givided into Flight "A", composed of Capt. Wm. 
B. Wright, Air Corps, Leader, and Lieuts. Otto Ferguson, J.M..Pincomb, J.i.Going, 
R.M. Burtt, E.P. Curry.. Flight. "B," Lieut.. Graham M. St. John, Air Corps,Leader, 
and Lieuts. L.W. Jurden, H.C. Lewis, B.0. Klose, C.D. Dailey, A.G. Hunter, Air 


Reserves. 
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17TH PURSUIT SQUADRON STARTS GOING 


March 15th was the first day in 1932 that the 17th 
Pursuit Scuadron, Selfridge Field, Mich., could call 
itself a fighting aviation organization, ready for ac= 
tive service. On the morning of that day the first 
squadron problem was carried out, with 18 ships »arti- 
cipating, all of them nev P-GE's which had finally 
been wut in commission after mmch delay due to unavoid- 
aole circumstances. On the afternoon of March 15th, 
the Scuadron participated as a unit in the first Group 
problem carried ov.t in 1926 by the First Pursuit Group. 
Ever;body (at least everytody in the 17th) was satis- 
fied with the shoving mde by the organization on this 
first day, but at the same time everybody wes imoued with a determination to 
make each successive protlem an imorovement ever the last one, and to let nothing 
stand in the way of the best possible efficiency record. 

Now that all the shiys are kept consistently in conmission by the hard work- 
ing and conscientious mechanics, the squadron is enabled to undertake several 
eighteen ship formations a day. New and more maneuverable formations are being 
tried, and landings speeded up. Flight orgenization is being emphasized, with 
the result that each flight is a compact unit which can work with more sureness 
and speed in the squadron team. 





---000--= 
NEW TYPE A-5 OXYGE FACE MASK 


A new type of oxygen mask and winter face mask was subjected to test recent- 
ly in the cold temperature chamber at the Materiel Division, Wright Field, and 
promises to prove a definite improvement over previous types. The mask which is 
of leather, lined with chamois, is designed to completely cover the face and 
front of the neck and to conform closely with the contour of the face except for 
@ special compartment over the mouth having to do with the intake of oxygen and 
exhalation of the breath. The mask is held on by two elastic bands which extend 
around the baci: of the head. 

Two tubes enter the oxygen compartment of the mask; one for the carrying of 
oxygen to be breathed in throush the nostrils as a man naturally takes in air, 
the other for carrying off the exhalations from the mouth. The exhalation tube 
is held between the lips. A small baffle forms an inherent feature of the oxygen 
compartment. This prevents the oxygen from coming into direct contact with the 
face by distributing the concentration of flow, and also prevents the exhalation 
from gathering around the corners of the mouth and ascending inside the mask to 
befog the goggles. The baffle arrangement is an outstanding feature of the new 
mask, 

To further protect gogzles from fogging, the eye openings are so designed 
that the rubber cushions of the goggles can. be inserted through them. These are 
held closely to the face, so that there is no chance of breath or oxygen vapor 
seeping inside them. -The design of these eyepieces is also an important. feature 
of the new mask. When oxyzen is not required, the intake and exhalation tubes 
can be removed from the mask, which then forms a conventional and efficient face 
mask for winter flying. 

---000--~ 


ASSIGNMENT OF GRADUATES OF A.C. TECHNICAL SCHOOL 


War Department orders recently issued assign graduates of the Air Corps 
Technical School, Chanute Field, Rantoul, I11., to stations for duty, not later 
than June 30, 1932, as follows: 

lst Lt. James W. Spry, 2nd Lieuts. Donald J. Keirn, Robert L. Schoenlcin, 
Roy H. lynn, Charles B. Stone, III, to March Field, Calif.; Robert M. Kraft to 
Mather Field, Calif.; Daniel C. Doubleday, Albert W. Shepherd, Karl G.E.Gimmler, 
Minthorne W. Reed, Herbert H. Tellman to. Selfridge Field, Mich.; Richard I.Dugan, 
Samel 0. Redetzke, Carl R. Storrie, Lorry N. Tindal to Brooks Field, Texas; 


Draper F. Henry, Julius. kK. laesy. Arthur. ¥. Merewether to Mitchel Field, N.Y.; 
Lawrence C. Westley, Fred 0. Te ly to Fort Crockett, Texas; Prederick A.3acher,Jr. 


Alva L. Harvey, Taomas §. Power to Langley Field, Va.; H.F. Gregory to Fort Sill. 


Qkla.; Harold L. Mace to Fort aac Ga.; Charles K. Moore, jnthony Q.Mustoe to 
San Antonio Air Depot, Texas; Forres G. Alien, Lawrence H. Douthit, Robert Loyal 
Easron, Ralph E. Holmes and Daniel B. White to Chammte Field, Ill. 
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ALEROOK FIELD ABOUT TO BZ OPTED 







-\N or about May lst, the Constructing Quartermaster at Albrook Field, 

} Panama Canal Zone, will officially accept the new verradcs and cuar- 
ters now vein;: completed there 7 oy the contractor. To insure the safe 
ty of these nev imildings, the 4“th Observation Souadron from France 
Field, under the comaanc of Mejor £.A. Loluman, was ordered to occupy 
that field as soon as possible after that date. Accompanying Major Lohmaa will 
be Captain Jasper K. McDuffie, lst Lieuts. Cornelius E. O'Connor, Earl W.Barnes, 
James C. Fratt, end Lieuts. Arthur J. Lehman, Samvel V. Stonhenson, aawin M. 
Day, Neal E. Aisman, Thomas L. Eryan, James H. Rothrock, Fr. , Air Reserve, and 
Eugene H. Mitchell, Air Reserve. In addition to the avdove officers, the comple- 
ment of the Squadron will include ninety enlisted men and eight O-19¢ air>lanes, 
Until tae field is well orzanized, the »rincivel cuties will be, most »robably, 
guard and police, wut after that the squedron is ex ected to taixe over the per- 
formance of all cooperative missions with the line troovs stationed on the 
Facific side. 

It is anticipated that the movement will be made by mine planter and barzes 
from Gatun to Gamboa and by trucks the first and last parts. To date no furni- 
ture was received for the quarters, so old issue nust be utilized until it 
comes, and gas ranges are not expected to arrive until. the next triv of the 
MEIGS and maybe not then. wo o.ilcings other than the barracks and the quarters 
were constructed, and it is expected that work will be in progress for the next 
year and a half to complete the field. Three hangars have been started and will 
be completed some time in June. As rapidly as tne buildings are completed, more 
troops will be ordered in, probably two Pursuit squadrons. The old road which 
divides the airdrome in two parts will shortly be removed, as a new one has been 
completed anc turned over to the Panama eat. This new highvay sxirts the air- 
drome on the south and west. The grading of the entire field is rapidly nearing 
completion and the planting of grass leaves: only a small runvay | in front of the 
hangars for take~offs and andings. Flyin; will be carried on from Albrook until 
the wet weather makes the field impossible for landing, when operations will be 
switched to the field at Fort Clayton. Eventually, surfaced runways will be in- 
‘stalled for the rainy season operation: 


menisiiDiornee 
FIVE PLANES FERRIED TO THE PANAMA CANAL ZONE 


Three new Eombers and two nev Douglas Amphibians arrived at France Field, 
Panama Canal Zone, from the States. The Anphibians are really new, but the 
Bombers are only new to rance Field, having deen in service at Langley Field 
about two years. The trip dom was re»orted as being devoid of excitement, and 
all were sorry it ended so soon. Little difficclty wes encountered. An oleo 
leg was bent on one 2Zomber, anc. a crackea exhaust manifold on another delayed 
it “at David one oy: No rain vas met on the entire trip, out the day after the 
arrival at France Field - April lst, the official ovening of the wet séason - 
saw plenty as per saeedie 

Lieut.-Colonel Franc if. Ancrews Seen the Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps; Major David Grent, Flight Surseon from Rendolivh Field; Captain A.C incaid 
Lieuts, T.L. Bryan and D.5. Schanne’o from France Field as the flight in the 
Amphibians, waile Captains George L. Usher, Milo iicCune, Marion L. Elliott, Lts. 
J.M. Gillespie, C.F. McDarinent and L.S. Kater, all from Langley Field, brought 
down the Bombers. The enlistec personnel varticipating in the flight were Master 
Sergeant M.L.- Susemiehl, Tech. Set. A.M. Auer, Staff Ss ets. H.F. Senter and W.H. 
Sadler in the Amphibians, and Starf Set... J.H. Boyles Serceants 7.K. Maginnis ana 
W.J. Heldt from Langley Field creved the Bombers, ‘The visiting ~ersonnel enjoy- 
ed the various diversions Panama has to ofier until ‘the sailing of the Transport 
REPUBLIC on April 16th. 


ee 
FLYING ACTIVITIES OF THE SECOND BOMBARDMENT GROUP 


The flying activities of the 2nd Bombardment Group, Langley Field, Va.,were 
somewhat curtailed lately, cue to continued-enzineering difficulties experienced 
witht "Cyclone" motors. ‘Nevertheless, all three Scuadrons have performed some 
good work for news cameramen who were at the field "setting the dope" on Boribard- 
ment aviation. They. cbtained some good shots of. formation maneuvering, nigh and 
low altitude bombing on fixed and movable targets, loading of. bombs:and opera- 
tion of bomb sights and releases. . The shadow “of the blim over Chesapeake Bay 
was used for the moving target. with excellent work by all squadrons. © 

A successful mission was carried out by the 96th Bombardment Smadron with 
the Navy from Hampton Roads Neval Air Station on Avril 11th. 

Direct ana indirect radio-telephone communication vas maintained. hetieen 
two Bombers in flight; one at Dahlgren Naval Proving Ground and one over Virginia 
Beach. The distance involved was just short of one hundred miles. Indirect com- 
“munication was maintained through the Group grounc station. 
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AWAY FROM THE ROUTING THINGS IN LIF 


ANTED; A "C-GA" Silorski Amphidian airplane guaranteed not to col- 
lapse when landed on wings, tail assembly or any other parts not 
particularly designed to carry the load of landing. Address Lieuts. 
Saunders and Biggs, or Lieuts. Marphy and Vos. 

"It seems that Lieuts. -Mirpay and Vos," says the Langley Field 
Correspondent, "rece:tly landed our one and only Sikorsky "Dack" in 
the Bacix River, i:mediately after which it was placed in close con- 

finement in the Repair Section. After-recoverin;: from this terrifying ex»veri- 

ence, the Sikorsxy was asain taken into the.air, this time by Lieuts. Saunders 
and Biggs. Not to be outdone by their cohorts and fellow vilots, these two in- 





' trepid airmen decided to attempt a landinz.on the water, too. From 500 feet the 


water looked as smooth as a mill »ond, so the silots cut the gun and coasted in. 
It is really remarkable how the waves in this section of country pile up so 
quickly. From the pilots! stories we deduce that those waves reached the height 
of twenty feet or more in nothing flat. Be thet as it may, tne Sikorsky skipped 
merrily from wave-ca> to wave-ca, finally sticking its nose in the briny fluid, 
with the left rudder.snavped out of place and a horizontal longeron su: >orting 
the tail assembly badly vent. As SOS call was imuediately sent out and soon 
after the Navy (God dless 'em) came galloping upon the scene to tow the Sikorsky, 
with its much chagrined crew, beck to good old terra firma. 

Such accidents are naturally more or less common to all pilots flying regu- 
larly, out each should serve as an object lesson to others." 


Says the Langley Field Correspondent again: "It seems two of our youns 
eagles, namely, Lieuts. Vos and:Crawford, must have vexed the Gods to such a 
state that the said Gods decided to mt them. on the spot, or as they say in our 
penal institutions, they were doomed to 'ourn.'! 

- Lieuts. Yos and Crawford took off in a iT to simulate pursuit against a 


“squadron formation and also practice stunting. On their first landing they acci- 


dentally picked up on the tail skid an old tow target cable which had been lying 
on the field, and in taking off again dragged about 500 feet of the cable across 
some high tension lines on the edge of the field. Our intrevid young eagles 
didn't realize what was haypening, but we on the ground did when we saw the 


sparks and blue flame. In fact, we were all set to chip in for some lilies. 


After taxying back to the line, they evinced much surprise when told what 
had happened, To quote 'Heinie' Vos, 'We sure imst have been hot pilots for a 
few mimtes!!" 


Lieut. P.M. (Jake) Jacobs has found that unexpected pleasures can material- 
ize from an otherwise unpleasant cross-country trip. ‘While returning to 
Selfridge Field from Chanute Field recently, he ran into very soupy and nast 
weather. So soupy and nasty was it that he finally had to get dow into a like- 
ly looking Alfalfa field with a likely lookin;; farmhouse attached to it near 
Devil's Lake, Michigan. .The farmhouse was even more hospitable than it looked, 
for the owners of it, Mr. and Mrs. George Wheaton, regaled Jake with a real 
country dinner, with all the fixings, and insisted that he stay overnight as 
their guest. 


Two years ago several sets of service test Pursuit ship skis were’sent to 
Selfridge Field, Mich. Last winter was very mild, and there was no snow avail- 


‘able on which to try. out the skis. However, the fact that the season was so mild 


led everyone’ to believe that this st winter would be an excevtionally severe 
one. Just the contrary was true; if anything, this past winter was even warmer 
than the preceding one. By this time something had to be done regarding the 
lack of snow and the inability to complete the service test. The last part of 
February, five Pursuit ships and one Transport left Selfridge Field for the 
northern part of the country.to look for snow deep enough for the ski require- 
ments. ter a diligent search, a two-foot snowfall was located in northern 
Minnesota. The service test was completed satisfactorily, and the airmen re- 
turned to Selfridge Field.. 


Just a short time after the mission was completed, on the first day of 


Spring to be exact, Michigan suffered. the most severe blizzard in the history of 
@ period of three years. . . 


Ten minutes after a soldier was struck by a propeller at Iuke Field, 1.H., 


_the same airplane on which the accident occurred landed him on the new flying 


field at the Fort Shafter. golf course. Three minutes later, the injured man was 
in Tripler General Hospital. It vas the first time the field was used for the 
ndling of a hospital case by airplane. 

The. injured man, Private, lst. Cl. Israel Robinson, who later died from 
Skull fracture, was placed in a.litter which was then fastened into the bomb bay 
of a BSA Bombing plane. ‘The plane was flowm to Fort Shafter by Lieut. David M. 
Ramsay, 72nd Bombardment Squadron. ‘The Hombing planes are equipped for hospital 
work in emergencies. On account of inclement weather, the — etion of. this 
emergency field at Fort Shafter has been somewhat retarded, but it is hoped to 
finish it as soon as the sodding of the field is completed. 
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Lieut. Wm. C. McDonald, Jr., °4tn Fursuit Souadron, Selfridge Field, Mich., 
had a queer accident a short time azo. While out on a squadron flight he had a 
forced landing due -to Prestone leaking out of the radiator of his motor. He ne- 
gotiated the landing in a very covmendable manner, ‘got out of his ship, looked 
it all over and signaled-to the rest of the scuadron that all was well. ‘Then, 
while taxying toward a more advantazeous position on the field, the right wheel 
of his‘ ship dropped into a hole, vroke both spars of the right wing and damaved 
the propeller. 


ero ee 


. War Department officials in Washin;ton may never know it, but a new name 
was added to the list of Army flying fields near San Antonio on April 5th. ‘The 
new field, christened Kreuzer Field in honor of the owner of the farm of which 
it is a part, is a tract of a few acres used as a »ractice airdrome by students 
of the vasic stage at the Primar: Flying School, and is located a few miles east 
of Randolph Field. Many a municipal airnort of larger dimensions was dedicated 
Bs Ph lesser array of aircraft participating in the cereaony of naming the 
‘field. 

The impromptu "dedication" orizinated with the flight of Lieut. A.G.Liggett, 
basic stage instructor, but before it was over a)proximately 75 planes had land- 
ed to permit instructors and students to witness the event. The field has no 
permanent personnel, tut a shack of homely nature on the property was christened 
the "administration" building by Lieut. H.F. Dyer, who explained that some day 
men might have to report there for duty and that they would be glad there was a 
Place ready to serve in any emergency. It was the Army's business to be prepared 
Tor unforeseen emergencies, he declared. 

Cantain P.L. Williams was master of ceremonies and broke a bottle of lubri- 
cating oil, specially obtained for the occasion, over one corner of the structure 
and Major A.W. Smith laid the cornerstone. A quartet sang, and Randolph Field 
members of the Air Corps Training Center Bond played several appropriate selec- 
tions. Cantain E.D. Jones, principal speaker at the mock ceremony, said that the 
field did not belong to him, but he would »resent it to the flying students. 
Lieut. L.A. Guenther, student officer in the basic class, accented the field on 
behalf of the class. Lieut. Townsend Griffiss, Commandant of Cadets, urged the 
students to take the best care possible of the field, not to land on it £00 hard, 
and properly select its headquarters. As the gatherins broke uP. the slipstream 
from the propeller of Lieut. U.C. Wisehart's plane nearly tlev the "administra- 
tion" building over, but it was rescued it cavsized. According to present plans, 
an insignia will be devised to emblazon on the "adninistration" milding. 

Absorbing some of the male vigor and desire for physical diversion which 
manifests itself on courts, fairway and gym, when a goodly portion of the stur- 
dier sex at Mitchel Field answer the exercise call, a number of enterprising 
women at the field put their heads together and decided that they were not to be 
outdone. It was decided, after mich cositation, that a weekly round of various 
and not too strenuous sinew-strengthening exercises in the gym would fill the 
bill. As a result, every Tuesday, Thursday anc Yaturday mornings, at nine 
o'clock, a string of autos may be seen bouncing tovards the zym in the interests 
of vim, vigor, vitality, and the maintenance of that school-girl complexion. 

---0%0-—— 


A NE” 2CUSE OF WORSHIP AT LUKS FIELD 


A new chapel, seating approximately 150 persons, was recently completed at 
Iuke Field, T.H. For the first time since Intre -Fieid was established on Ford 
Island, the personnel of this flying field ere to have a fitting place for re- 
ligiovs services. The new chapel is the result of cooperation vetween the 
Quartermaster's Department, the Post Educational end Recreation Officer, and the 
personnel of the fielc.. The wrought iron lizhting fixtures were designed and 
constructed by Roger T. Morris, <drd Bombardment Squadron. Morris has had sever- 
al years! exzerience with a Philadelphia architect who has designed lighting fix- 
tures and grill work for many metropolitan banks and churches. Gothic windows 
and heavily accentuated woodwork add to the attractiveness of this addition to 
existins facilities of the field. 

The chapel was used for the first time on Easter and was comfortably filled 
three times. 


---000-—— 


F The 1922 gunnery and bombing season at Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif., had 
its grand finale recently: with a match between the 77th and 55th Pursuit Squad- 
rons. Expert shooting was done »b:" all officers of the command, and many new hig 
records are expected. Several ovficers of both smiadrons shot well over 800 in 
ground gunnery alone, and some have exceeded. the 850 mark, Sombing scores have 
gone over the 225 mark. The keen rivalry between the two Pursuit squadrons is 
expected to bring about astounding results, says the News Letter Correspondent. 
‘Mather Field's averaze scores were very high last’ year, and this year the averace 
is even higher. LE os : et 
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¥ While practicing an aerial attack 
from 10,000 feet on end Lieut. Rowe, 
Air Corns Reserve, 2nd Lieut. Wyatt 
H. Alexander, Air Corps Reserve, was 
amazed at 7,000 feet to discover his 
wings coming orf. He finally managed 

to leave the spinning fuselage at 
around 1,000 feet and landed safely in the vicinity of Newoort News, Va. He suf- 
fered minor cuts and oruises. Langley Field personnel are extremely happy over 
his escape and hopes to have him back to duty soon. "We sincerely trust, and 
hope," says the New Letter Correspondent, "that no more accidents of this, or 
any other nature, will occur. Anen! 


While on a maintenance cross-country flicht from El Paso to Kelly Field, 
Texas, recently, Flying Cadet James M. Treweek was forced to jump from his plane 
between Sanderson and Dryden, Texas, on account of motor trouole, and was in- 
jured in landing from the jump. Flying Cadet Leonard F. Rice, who was on the 
same flight in a Pel airplane, saw the jump and notified Lieut. Robinson at 
Dryden. Lieut. Robinson started to the scene cf the wreck at once by automobile, 
directing Cadet Rice to fly above the wreck at about 1,000 feet, in order to 
assist him in locating it. As Lieut. Robinson neared the scene of the wreck, 
Cadet Rice spun in and was instantly killed. At daylight the next morning, two 
ambulance airplanes were dispatched to the scene, ferried by Lieut. Keillor and 
Sergeant Biesiot. Lieut. Keillor returned with the injured Cadet Treweelk, 
Sergeant Biesiot was unable to return on account of motor trovble at Fort Clark 
and Dryden, and it was necessary to dispatch the Y-1C airplane at 4:15 for 
Dryden on another trip. Lieut. Ramey,piloting, made excellent time to Dryden ané 
return, two hours each way, landing at Kelly Field after dark at 8:15. 


The efficiency of the parachute was again proven on April 8th last, when 
Lieuts. L.R. Black and 3.W. Davis, voth of the 94th Pursuit Squadron, jumped to 
safety after a collision near Selfridge Field, Mich. These officers were mem- 
bers of a formation which was engaged in squadron training. The squadron had 
come over Selfridge Field in echelon and had dived in column of individual ships 
at_a ground installation for moving picture and sound reproduction, The squadron 
pulled up in colum and made a climbing turn to the left. ‘The collision occurred 
when both pilots lost sight of each other and came together about a quarter of a 
mile southwest of Selfridge Field. Lieut. Davis, whose plane was locked on top. 
of Lieut. Black's, had little difficulty in getting. clear of the plane. Lieut. 
Black was forced to delay his exit until the interlocked planes pulled apart suf- 
ficiently to allow him to leave the cockpit. FEoth pilots landed safely in a soft 
field none the worse for their adventure. 


Another incident in the operations of the First Pursuit Group was ended when 
Lieut. Ronald C. Mclaushlin, Air Reserve, of the S4th Pursuit Squadron, after his 
plane became uncontrollable following a collision with another plane in formation 
leaped to safety with the use of his parecimte. Lievt. Jesse Auton, also of the 
94th Pursuit Squadron, was piloting the other plane and, although it was consider. 
ably damaged by the collision, he was able to land it safely at Selfridge Field. 

On the afternoon of April 4th, the First Persuit Group had passed in review 
before Major Max S. Murray, Inspector General for the Sixth Corps Area, and was 
proceeding westward towards Pontiac, practicing various Group formations, when at 
about 2:00 pem., the collision occurred which necessitated the parachute jump. 
While flying in drill formation, Lieut. McLeughlin's plane was- throm upward into 
the propeller of Lieut. Auton's plane. The enpennage of Lieut. McLaughlin's plam 
was practically removed and, upon finding the ship uncontrollable, the pilot . 
jumped from an altitude of about 800 feet. 

Much credit is due Lieut. Auton for bringing his badly damaged aixplane back 
to the field. Although depvloring the necessity for the forced exit from his 
plane, the personnel of Selfridge Field are extremely happy that Lieut. Mclaughli: 
is a new member of the Caterpillar Club without personal injury. 


The Caterpillar Club continues to be a growing organization, latest figures 
covering jumps made by American flyers showing that up to this writing a total of 
453 lives were saved and that 469 jumps were made, 16 being repeaters. 

; ---000-—~ 





KILLING SEVERAL BIRDS WITH ONE STONE 


Major Gerald E. Brower, Commending Officer of the First Pursuit Group, de- 
parted from Selfridge Field one afternoon recently for Ithaca, New York. He car- 
ried with him moving pictures of the "Air Force" and "Air Corps Maneuvers,1930," 
which he used in connection with his lecture on "The Enployment of the Air Force" 
before the Officers' Club, Cornell University. 

Major Brower proceeded from Ithaca to Langley Field, Va., where he delivered 
the P-l2 he was flying to that station. He then proceeded by rail to Baltimore, 
Md., and flew home in one of the new PelS Rerliner~Joyce planes. 
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\EY CLUB-HOUSE FOR i0NCOMMSSTONED OFFICERS AT LANGLEY 


j OW that the swanky nev clud-house at langley Field, Va., has been 
completed, the orzanization of the Noncominissioned Officers! Club 
has been speeded up. A ead of pectewntioney has been selected, consti- 
tution and by-laws drawn up, and plans for furnishing the club-house 
formulated. — pi Mid a ot 
This new club-houvse, by the way, renks with the best the Army has provided, 
It is an imposing one-story structure, followinz along the lines of the English 
country houses. tering the lounge from a flag-stone terrace, one is struck 
by the veauty and spaciousness: of the interior, which is decorated in the 
Elizabethan motif. Panelled walls, with soft, ae wall lights, are crowned 
by a hich timbered ceiling from which a beautiful. crystal chandelier is pendant. 
To the left of the entrance is a spacious card wet while ‘just to the fore are 
the cloak rooms. A cosy reading room, its walls flanked by” row upon row of 
books, snuggles in one corner of the bilding. Just off the main lounge to the 
right is the dining hall, while the kitchen with its. modern equipment and labor 
saving appliances, ds just: off the dining hall. 

Passing through the lovnge, we open the French doors ‘and come out upon a 
cool veranda, or aks. as it is mom in the lend of palm trees and surf-boards, 
This: lanai looks out upon the broad stretches of the bay, with the water's edge 
a scant fifty yards away. -Tnis modern club-house promises many hours of enjoy- 
ment to the members of the Noncoimissioned Officers' Club of Langley Field. 
~--000--— 





FIRST BOMPARDUENT WING STARTS: TRATNING 


Both ‘the 7th Bombardment Group and the 17th Pursuit Group at March Field, 
Riverside, Calif., completed their mt training schedule on March 31st, and 
the combined units started functioning on the _treining. schedule of the First 
Bombardment. Wing on April ist. . The Wing training to date has included a tactical 
problem calling for a daylight take-off to iather Fielc, 400 miles to the north, 
‘and a return the same day; a radio provlem calling gor the distribution of the 
‘various squadrons at airports surrounding Los Angeles and their assemvuly by 
radio to proceed to March Field and protect the station from attack by a squadron 
of 17th Pursuit Group planes representing an attacking unit speeding north from 
their airdrome at. Rockwell Field; a firing problem in the vicinity of that vart 
of the coast between Oceanside and San Dieso. "Perhaps some place in the mili- 
tary establishment," says the News Letter Corresvondent, "an antagonist may find 
that which would enable him to sustain charges of Loitering, but. believe us when 
we say not at the home of the First Boinbardment Wing. . 

[ro 


PERFECTING LONG 1 RANGE ARTILLERY 3 


The elaborate equipment. iniandenditis installed in the Douglas amphibian in 
Hawaii for the correction of long range artillery fire has proved equal to oN 
expectations. Test flights and constant adjustment for the period of a month 
brought this apparatus to perfection, and same was placed in regular use on April 
lst. Intricate, yet rugged, these instruments cover all phases of artillery ad- 
justment work perfectly. ‘The splash of the shell is noted, distance from the 
target is computed, the vertical angle from the plane and its true bearings are 
determined. This information is radioed back to headquarters, and meanwhile 
three radio beams intersecting on the plane have fixed its »osition at sea abso- 
lutely. These senarate groups of information are plotted together, anc in a very 
short time the necessary corrections are in the hands of the battery commander. 

"As these experiments progress," seys. the News Letter. Correspondent, "it is 
believed that by sighting the tarcet anc using this information, together with 
the accurately determined »osition. of the. spotting plane, preliminary ranging 
Shots will be greatly reduced in :nmber and may even become unnecessary, end an 
entirely new conception of the accuracy of long: range vertiliery fire will be 
established. 

A camera records, by oblicu guotocrephs} the splash of every shot in the 
practices, and these pictures wi i11 serve as. @ basis for study towards the elimina: 
tion of the least possible error." 7 ae 
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"Army Day," April 6, 1932, was cele- 
brated with a ‘oropriate veremony at Rockwell 
Field, Coronado, Calif. A committee, con- 
sisting of Cants.H. M. McClelland, C.P.Kane 
and lst Lieut. R.K. LeBrou, was aporointed by 
the Post Commander’to make preliminary arrangements for Army Day. Several meet- 
ings were held and, after careful consideration, it was decided that the most 
satisfactory results would be secured by inviting the school children of San 
Diego and Coronado to visit Rockwell Field. Accordingly, contact was made with 
the Superintendent of Schools and members of the educational department of San 
Diego end Coronado. 

Approximately 2,000 school children accepted the invitation and visited 
Rockwell Field on Army Day. A well organized corns of guides were on hand to 
receive the children and act as their special escorts on their tour.through the 
shops and warehouses of the reservation. Special care was exercised to avoid 
any possibility of danger or injury to the children, Every effort was made to 
make their visit as instructive ana educational 1s possible. This was accom- 
— by the use of specialists who lectured in the various departments and sut 

epartments of the Air Depot and explained the functions of these units. 

In addition, wooden stands were constructed over large Eombers and other 
aircraft so that the visitors coulda obtain a close-up view of the cockpits and 

eneral interior arrangement of these airplanes. Pilots and mechanics were with 
hese airplanes to answer the countless questions the visitors asked. This 
scheme worked out very satisfactorily and occasioned much favorable comment. 

In connection with the visit of the school children to Rockwell Field, there 
was held an essay contest. All children were invited to enter this contest and 
present an essay entitled - "What I saw at Rockwell Field on Army Day." All 
children, 15 years or under, were invited to submit an essay of 300 words to the 
Commanding Officer of the station....All children over fifteen years were asked tc 
submit an essay of 500 words on the same subject. Appropriate prizes, consistin; 
of two airplane models, were orfered the wimers of the contest. All essays were 


‘required to be in the mail on or before April 15th. With the cooperation of the 


school teachers, the essays: will be corrected by Army personnel and the names of 
the winners anuounced shortly... It is planned to present the models to the essay 
contest winners at appropriate exercises to be held at Rockwell Field in the 


near future. 


All school children from San Diego were transported by special boats operat- 


ed between San’ Diego and Rockwell Ficld. A svecial rate of 10¢ per round trip 


was obtained from the boat company. All school children from Coronado were 
transported to and from Hoclwell Field by Army trucks. Other guests drove their 
own cars to kockwell Field. Radio talks of 15 mimtes were delivered by Captain 
Kane over Radio Station KFSD,: San. Diego, and Dele Hurst, District Commander of 
the American Legion, made a radio address over KGB, entitled "Me Significance 
of Army Day." Mayor Walter W. Austin, of San Diezo, issued a proclamation to 
all San Diegans which was given extensive podlicity in the local newspapers. 

The observance of Army Day.at Rockwell Field commenced at 8:30 a.m, at 
which time all members of the command, including officers, enlisted men ,civilian 
employees, members of their resvective families and specially invited guests, 
assembled for a ceremony .coimemorating Army Day. - The special guests included 
Mayor Walter W. Austin of San Diego; Mayor “Tilson of Coronado; City Clerk Vright 
of San Diego, and Admiral Senn, Commandant of the Eleventh Naval District. The 
Commanding Officer of Rockwell Field acted as master of ceremonies, and Captain 
McClelland, Fost Adjutant, delivered the principal speech of the day.’ The 
Mayors and Admiral Senn made anvropriate talks. Mayor Austin especially stressec 
the very excellent reputation which the civilian employees of Rockwell Field en- 
joyed in San Diego. Mrs. Hoyle, wife of Lieut. Hoyle of Rockwell Field, brought 
the ceremony to a close by leading the assemblec ;vests in singing the Star 
Spangled Banner, es . 

At 7:30 p.m., a parade in observance of Army Day, and participated in by 
members of organizations of San Diego and vicinity, marched up Broadway, San 
Diego. The parade was led by Colonel McHuey, Marine Corps, Retired. The parade 
included a platoon of police, the Marine Band, Spanish War Veterans, combined 
Drum Corps, U.S .W.V. Auxiliary, Navy Band, American Legion Drum Corps and 
Suxiliary, Shrine Band, fraternal service organization, Bonham Brothers Band, Boy 
Scouts, Boys! Bend of San Diego, Girl Scouts and Camp Fire Girls. 

In acdition to the school children visiting the field, it is estimated that 
one thousand civilians also visited the field and Denot on Army Day. The large 
number of people present on Rockwell Field on this day frankly surprised the 
committee in charge of the arrangements. However, preparations had been well 
made, and there was no hitch of any ‘sind to mar the success of the day. 

Many expressions of appreciation of the opportunity to visit the field and 
the shops of the Depot have. been heard. . 


In the Hawaiian Department on.Army Day an aerial review was held, wherein 
approximately 70 planes participated. The reviewing parties consisted of Gover- 
nor Lawrence M. Judd; Major-General 5.H. Wells, commanding the Hawaiian Depart- 
ment; Major-General Albert J. Bowley, commanding the Hawaiian Division; and the 
several- departmental heads of the Haveiien Department and the Hawaiian Division. 
The planes of the Sth Composite Group, together with the planes of the 18th 
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Pursuit Group, were led by the Wing Flicht - Lieut.-Col. G.C. Brant as flight 
leader. The review formed a spectacular part cf the Army Day Demonstration. 


The celebration of Army Day was participated in very actively by the First 
Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich. led by Major Brower, the Group Commander, 
and his ‘staff, the Group, consisting of four squadrons of 18 planes each, took 
off from Selfridge Field at 11:30:e.m. and, after flying ‘over Mt.. Clemens, Mich., 
proceeded to a point over the City Hall of Detroit at 1¢:00 o'clock. It was 
here that the main celebration of Army Day in this: vicinity was centered. 

After flying in Group formation for several minutes over the center of 
Detroit, the Group proceeded to the Municipal Airport where the National Aircraft 
Show of 1932 was in progress. Awaiting the Group on the ground were Major Geo. 
H. Brett, Commancing Officer of Selfridge Field, and séveral transnorts loaded 
with Selfridge Field enlisted men. The pilots were met by Mr. Ray Cooper, 
Manager of the Show,. were conducted through the various exhibits and were guests 
ef the National Aeronautical Chamber of Commerce at luncheon. — 

‘The following letter was received by the Commanding Officer of Selfridge 
Field from Mr. J.T. Sheafor, of the Michigan Committee for Army Day: 

"Dear Major Brett: 

‘The Michigan Committee on Army Day observance is again indebted to you for 
your splendid cooperation in connection with the occasion. : 

The appearance of your squadron over the city is the most spectacular part 
of the exercises and always calls forth a great deal of comment, both in the 

. press and othervise. 

We missed you at the luncheon this year, but understand fully why you could 
not-be present. We feel that the celebration this year was a real success in 
every way, and we give a large share of the credit to you." 

a : ---000——— 


THE SELFRIDGS FIELD METEOROLOGICAL STATION .. 


The. Post Meteorological station at Selfridge Field, Mich., performs a multi- 
tude of duties outside of routine work. It is an extremely efficient station, 
and has the good will of all the surrounding. country as evidenced by some of the 

data it is'called uyon to furnish to the civilian industries over the State of 
Michigan. The immediate population surrounding the field and the City of Mt. 
Clemens male use of the station to answer their questions concerning the weather, 
and the Mt. Clemens Daily Leader and some of the Detroit papers publish the 
Selfridge Field daily weather report and forecast. ~ Pe ne es 

This correspondent had the usual idea that the station had only routine 
work to perform, such as giving pilots the weather data over their proyosed cross 
country route, and predicting flying conditions for the next day, but as it hap- 
pens, this important duty is a small part of the service they render to the. . 
civilian population of Michigan. The Water Commission of Macomb County makes use 
of the velocity: and wind direction statistics of the station to determine how 
the: wind affects the usual speed and direction of flow of the water in Lake St. 
Clair, for this affects the water supply of Detroit:and all cities bordering on 
the Lake. The Michigan State Road-Commission calls up the Field Weather Station 
for weather forecasts.and temperatures to decide whether the atmospheric condi- 
tions are suitable for pouring concrete. fe ele 

..All telephone companies and the like, such as‘ the Detroit Edison Company and 
the Michigan Bell Telephone Company, ask for predictions as to storms. A storm 
evidently affects all electrical lines to a great extent, causing increased re- 
Sistance in the lines,and the power plants of these different companies.ask for 
the storm forecasts to determine how much increase in power is necessary to keep 
up their standard service. aa | bats 

The personnel of the Meteorological station are frequently called as wit- 
nesses in civilian law suits where a question of the weather arises in the trial. 
A short time ago a chain grocery store in Mt. Clemens called Sergeant Wolfson ‘to 
testify as to the state of the weather ona certain date. The question of the 
weather at a certain time was brought up in a law suit over demurrage. Very. fre- 

quently rain insurance companies ask for the records of the weather to cecide 

technical questions in paying damages. 8 i. 

¥. All this information.is only in an advisory capacity and is entirely a:favor 
to the civilian. courts and :companies. ‘Even individuals call for information. fre- 
quently. When.a long automobile trip is planned. by a resident close to the field, 
the motorist generally calls for the weather predictions for the next two or 
three days. The humorous :part ofall this is the fact that many housewives. in 
Mt. Clemens call up the field to find out if Monday will be a clear day and suit- 
able for washday. » seine 

: ; a ---000--— 

The entire 36th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, recently participated in 
rendezvous problem. which called. for the ships to all leave Selfridge Field singly. 
rendezvousing at. different points along. the route-from Selfridge to-Dayton, Ohio, 
and ending with the organization landing as a unit at Wrizht Field, where the 
pilots made a tour of: inspection of the Experimental Branch of the Materiel Div. 
The return to Selfridge was made the same day in squadron formation, ‘The trip, 
especially for those who had never visited Wright Field, was one of great interes’ 
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GOWE BUT “OF FORGOTTEN 


On Easter morning, March 27th, it: became the sad duty of the 17th Smadron 
at Selfridge Field to record in its morning report the death of one of its most 
popular and efficient junior officers, Lieut. Charles A. Coolidge, III, Air 
Reserve. In making the formal announcement of the passing away of this vbrother- 
in=-arms of ours, Captein Hoyt, the Commanding Officer ot the 17th Squadron, ex- 
pressed not only the personal crief felt by every member of the Scuadron, but 
his ovm realization of the loss to the service caused by the devarture of this 
promising youn; officer. Capt. Hoyt saia that during the year Lieut. Coolidge 
served wita the 17th Squadron he endeared himself to brother officers by his 
likeable personality end made a remitation of havinz umisual ability. Lieut. 
Coolidge became ill early in March, 1932, and an intestinal operation was found 
necessary. Although everything »ossitle was done ior him, including bolood trans- 
fusions from fellow officers, the operation feilec to save his life. 

Lieut. Coolid:e ves born in Lakewood, Olio, in 1905. He went to school 
there and later natriculated at the State University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, 
where he was a.member of Sigma Fhi Fraternity. He graduated in 1927 as an archi- 
tectural en ineer and entered the architect. offices of EHelliburton & Rood in 
Chicago. Bat the aviation urge proved irresist*’ ble and, after passing the re- 
quisite exacinations, he revortei as a ilyi.g Cadet at Brooks Field. He graduat- 
ed with the March Class of 1931 from Kélly Field, receiving his commission in the 
Air Corps Reserve. Ail of his active service vas svent at Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Lieut. Coolidge is survived by his vife, Jessie Coolidge, and by his two 
aunts, irs. C.A. Coolidge, Washington, D.C., and Mrs. John Rigley, Jlenhein, 
Canadzs. To these loved ones the service extends- heartfelt sympathy in their time 
of sorrow. 


Randolph Field suffered its first fatal accident on the morning of March 
elst, wnen the ship of 2nd Lieut. William Lamar Farham, a student officer, crash 
ed one ile west of the airdrome. Zeut. Farhem was flying alone vhen his ship 
crashed near Marion. The ylane burst into flames upon striking the cround. The 
plane hit in a field near the Sesuin Road, but no one appeared to see the actual 
crash, anc it ‘was not own ‘from ‘hat altitude the ship fell. The pilot was 
practicing, manetvers. outlined by his instructor of the basic stage when the acci- 
dent took place.: He was flyin;, a BIT type Observation plane. 

Lieut. Farham was unmarried, and his home was listed as Nashville, Ga. His 
father is Charles S. Farham of that city. The crash victim was 23 years old and 
raduated: from West Foint last June. He also attended the Georgia Agricultural 

ollege before ,oing to Vest Foint. Lieut. Parham was a member of the second 
class to enter Randolph Field. The first class graduated only a few weeks ago. 
It did not lose a man, and uo member of it experienced any serious accident. 
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NEW QUARTERS AT WHJELER FIELD 


The opening of new quarters for officers and nonconmissioned officers, grad- 
ing of the new Flyin: field, construction of the nev) hangars comprised the ground 
activities at Wheeler Field durin; March. ‘The quarters are one-storied, flat- 
roofed wuildings, particularly appropriate to the atmosphere of the Islands. They 
range in color from pale pink and green to biege and brown, thus facilitating the 
return of the occupant to his proper set after an excursion away from home. 

Aoout 28 officers have already moved, anc they are vusy with the problem of 
furnishing and decorating. The new Yiartermaster furniture has not yet arrived, 
but is erpected at an early date. The bachelor  Suilding will open shortly. In 
the meantime, & comnittee composed of Lieuts. Ive Smith, Sterling and Fink is 
engaged in planning furnishings for the yublic rooms of the club. The wmilding 
includes 16 sets of quarters (two rooms and a bath) in addition to the usual 
lounge, library, etc. It is planned. to open a mess as soon as possible, Lieut. 
Lee having been chosen as the logical Mess Officer. The living quarters are 
built around a patio - the entire buildin; being very attractive and es pecially 
adapted to the Hawaiian.climate. . 
i“ ---000--- 


The Flicht anc Turn Indicator received at Iuke Field, T.H., recently, was 
turned over to the 72nd iombarcment Scadron fore SQ-day service test. Ingineer- 
ing personnel had some trouble installing the instruments, aque to the fact that. 
there was not sufficient-room on the instrument doard to mount them. This was 
overcome by removing a section of the windshield and revlacing with celluloid. 
Holes were then cut in the celluloid large enough to turn the instrument on and 
off. Pilots who have flowm the BSA equipped vith these Indicators are high in 
their praise of them. After completion of service test, it is hoped that the 
Squadron will be allowed to retain them, says the News Letter Correspondent, and 
that a sufficient number will be swxjlicd to equiv all the 72nd Squadron planes. 

mY a | | ponte api 

Experimental tests are being conducted at Wright Fielc of a two-wheel type 
bomd trailer and a tractor equivped with hoisting crane to -determine the useful- 
ness of this type of equipment in connection with moving vombs about the airdrome 
and loading same into airplanes. 




















LONG DISTANCE ABRIAL FEOTOGRAFHY 






Hs aerial photograph of Mt. Shasta from a distance of 331.2 miles,made 
in Jemary, 1932, froma height of 25,000 feet from a position 8 miles 
east of Salinas, Calif., is the longest range photograph ever obtain- 
ed and constitutes the greatest amount of the earth's surface ever 
covered in one exposure. The negative was mace from a point more 
than 100 miles farther south than the last point fron which Mt. Shasta was vis- 
ible to the unaided eye. Inasmuch as Mt. Shasta was invisible, lit. Diablo was 
used as a land mark in connection rith the flight map, for purpose of vointing 
the camera in the correct direction. 

The usual visible range in high altitude vhotozravhy is from forty to 
fifty miles. When the picture was takem,. the Buy recion was wreathed in fog 
and some smoke, hindering the visibility of the Munen eye, out not that of the 
speciall:; constructed camera, worth many thousands of dollars. The film used, 
technically known as Kryptocyanine, hypersensitized, is similar to that supolied 
to astronomers for vhotographing stars. It is not only sensitive to the very 
darkest visible red, but also hizhly sensitive to a region of the spectrum in- 
visible to the eye ana Imom™m as infra-rec. 

In using the film, a heavy ray filter is yut over the lens. So dark in 
color is this filter that it looks like a viece of black class, impossible to 
see through. ‘Therefore, the photograph taken through such a filter is made by 
infra-red. or invisible light waves. The focal length of the lens is 500 milli- 


c= 


meters, while the focal aperture is F-5.0. Although called an instantaneous ex- 
posure, the picture is actually a very slow snayshot of one-fifth of a second. 
To secure ascharp victure with such a slow exsosure, it is necessary that the 
pilot keep the plane at hivzh altitude on a perfectly straisht course, while the 
photorrapher nolds his camera rigidly at time of exposure. 

Due to the altitude, the airplane, although traveling 100 miles an hour, 
is relatively stationary in space. ‘he film is developed very much as any other 
film or negative, except that the developing tekes twice the ordinary amount of 
time, or 20 minutes. 

The monoplane from which the picture was taken is one of fourteen planes 
of the #-l-A type owned by the United States Army. It has a supercharsed en- 
g.ne of 450 horsepower, and carries special equipment for high altitude photo- 
graphy. The San Francisco - Mt. Shasta "snavshot" vas taien in the course of 
work performed for the United States Coast ana Geodetic Survey. The flyers on 

his photographic mission, officers of the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Ohio, 
used oxygen masks to combat the rarefied air conditions. 

The Materiel Division, Wright Field, is largely resvonsible, together with 
the Research Laboratory of the Eastman Kodak Company, for the production of ajp- 
paratus and materials that maize high altitude and long distance photogravhy so 
successiul. If the earth were flay, the area visible between Mt. Shasta and 
the cemera, included in the field of the lens, that is to ca; in the photo- 
graph, would. be 26,000 scuare miles. Ive to the fact that tne earth curves, the 
view is interrupted nearly midway between the mountain anu the camera. The ter- 
rain actually visible in the photograph is computed at 7,200 square miles. 
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READJUSTMsNT OF FIVE-YOAR FROGRAM 

A letter, dated April 11, 1952, from The Adjutant General, addressed to 
Ail Corps Area and Devartment Commanders, and All Chiefs of Arms and Services, 
on the subject "Air Corns Five-Year Frogram," states: 

"1. Fiscal conditions reqwire a readjustment of the dates on which the 
various steps in completing the Five-Year Air Corps Program have previously been 
scheduled,- seco Exhibit to Letter of June 50, 1931 (AG 580 (2-11-31) Misc. (Ret ) 
M-C), subject; ‘Goneral Flan for Completion of the Air Corps Five-Year Program. ' 
Dates will be announced from time to time as conditions »vermit. 

e. In addition to the above, the folloving changes in the above program 
are announced: 

a. The formation of the pursuit group (less two squadrons now active) for 
Panama and of two additional pursuit squadrons for Haweii is deferred until the 
fiscal year 19354, 

b. The Bombardment group (less the tvo squadrons nov active) for Hawaii 
will be formed at Rockwell Field in lieu of at Mather Field. 

c. The Pursuit groups for Barksdale Field and Langley Field will be formed 
from new units, the units now st Mather Field, the aaditional pursuit squadron 
now at Selfridge Field and the accitional service suadron now at Brooks Field. 
Details will be announced later. 

d. Mather Field will be closed as an active field after movement therefrom 
of its present garrison. 

e. The band previously scheculed for formation at Nichols Field is removed 
from the program." 
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: The Wright Field Sunshine Club, from Jen. 1 to March 12th, collected for 
its welfare work $1984.37. his is distursed only after investigation mostly 
in food for the poor. 
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